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New York, New York
3 AUGUST 1958
Director Museum of Science and Industry
Jackson Park
Chicago Illinois
USS. NAUTILUS (SSN-571) Joseph E.
Fleet Post Office
New York, New York Degman
3 AUGUST 1958
EMz1 (SS)
Director Museum of Science and Industry USS
Jackson Park
Chicago Illinois Joseph E, Degnan EM1 (SS)
USS NAUTILUS SSN 571 NAUTIL
F.P.0. New York N.Y,
US SSN
Dear Sir,

As a native of Chicago and a freQuent visitor of the Museum, I 571
feel obligated to send you one of the first letters in history to be FPC
written and postmarked hundreds of feet beneath the polar ice cap New YOI'k
directly under the NORTH POLE, I sincerly hope you will have some N.Y

use for the post marked envelope in one of your exhibits.

This data may be of interest.

DEPTH OF WATER - - 2235 fathoms Dear SlI‘,

THICKNESS OF ICE - 12 ft AVG. 150 ft. Maximum

WATER TEMPERARURE- 3+ desrees f. Asa

a T Not recorded .

SALINITY = = - - native Of
Respectfully yours, Chicago
o 7 T S and a
frequent

visitor of

the Museum I feel obligated to send you one of the first letters in history

to be written and postmarked hundreds of feet beneath the polar ice cap

directly under the North Pole. I sincerely hope you will have some use for

the post marked envelope in one of your exhibits.

This data may be of interest.

DEPTH OF WATER: 2235 fathoms

THICKNESS OF ICE: 12 ft. AVG. 150 ft. Maximum
WATER TEMPERATURE: 33.6 degrees f.
SALINITY: Not recorded

https://www.navyhistory.org/2021/08/joseph-degman-of-the-uss-nautilus/

VIEW OUR PULL
TOGETHER
NEWSLETTERS

217


https://www.navyhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Scan_20210801-_4.1_.png
https://www.navyhistory.org/publications/newsletters/

12/12/22, 1:22 AM Joseph Degman of the USS Nautilus and Lenox Lohr of the Chicago Museum of Science and Industry | Naval Historical Foundat...

Respectfully yours,

Joseph E. Degman

CAPTAIN’S COLUMN

3 August 1958

With continued good fortune NAUTILUS will soon accomplish two goals
long sought by those who sail the seas:

First, the opening of a route for rapid voyages between the great Pacific

and Atlantic Oceans.

Second, the attainment of the North Pole by ship.

Thus our remarkable ship has been blessed with her greatest opportunity
— the discovery of the only truly practicable Northwest Passage. On this
historic Sunday, August 3rd, 1958 let us offer our thanks to He who has
blessed us with this opportunity and who has guided us so truly.

Let us also rededicate ourselves at this crucial time to the service of our
Navy and our country. I believe sincerely that this voyage will enhance
the prestige of the United States. With you I share the hope that it will
thus contribute to the hard fight for world peace at this minute being

waged by the President and the American people.
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3 Auguat 1958
CAETAIN'S GULAMN

With eontinued good fortune NAUTILUS will aoom accompliah two goals
long sought by those who sail ihe weas:

First, the opening of & roatc for rapid voyages between the great
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.

Second, the attaimment of the North Pole by ship.

Thus our rer:vksble snip has been blessed «ith her greatest opportmity =
the discovery of the only tru .y practicable Nerthwest Passage. On this
historie Surday, August Ird, 1958 let us offer our thanks to He who has
blessed us with this oprertunity and who has guided us se truly.

Let ws also rededicats ou seives al thls srucial time to the service
af our Navy and our country. I believe sineerely that Lhie voyage will
snhance the prestige of the United Stitss. With you I share the hope that
it will thus contribute to the hard fight for world peace at this mirmite
being waged by the President and the American psopls.

Lat us remember toc thoas who have precesded us by other means - some
to triumph, some to defeat, some to disaster, Without the observations of
many Aretie explorers - some made Al the expense of untold hardship - this
voyars would not be possible,

‘Wwe should also pay tribute at this Lime to the truly key ingredient
of this voyage - muclear powsr - and to the faraightadness of the man who
did the most to provide us wi%h it - Admiral Rickover.

Last, but far from least, I -ant (o pay Lribute to you, the officers
and crew, I have never seen & #*.ip nor a crew perform as well as on this
eruise. No Coomanding Ufficer sould ask for more. I am eonvineed that

no batter ship than NAUTILA: has ever been Duilt. 1 am even more convinced
that no finer group of officers and crew have ever rut Lo sea.

Let us remember too those who have preceded us by other means — some
to triumph, some to defeat, some to disaster. Without the observations of
many Arctic explorers — some made at the expense of untold hardship —

this voyage would not be possible.

We should also pay tribute at this time to the truly key ingredient of this
voyage — nuclear power — and to the farsightedness of the man who did

the most to provide us with it — Admiral Rickover.

Last, but far from least, I want to pay tribute to you, the officers and crew.
I have never seen a ship nor a crew perform as well as on this cruise. No
Commanding Officer could ask for more. I am convinced that no better
ship than NAUTILUS has ever been built. I am even more convinced that

no finer group of officers and crew have ever put to sea.

August 13, 1958

Mr. Joseph E. Degman, EM1 (SS)
U.S.S. NAUTILUS, SSN 571
F.P.O. New York, New York

Dear Mr. Degman:
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We at the Museum were delighted to get the letter written and
postmarked from BENEATH THE POLAR ICE CAP. We are going to put

the postmarked envelope and your letter on our bulletin board for every

one to see.
Amgust 1L 198 A year ago in May, I flew some
2,800 miles for an overnight
Mr, Seassh B. Ouguun, il 48 trip on the Nautilus, so you

U N 5. MAUTILUE. SR 574
F.F.0. Hew Tark, Hew Terk

can imagine how intrigued we

Uemar b, g
all are here by your letter and
Wl Ly iaur W Sallghted b gel B LaWar wrillss

i, Pl (e BEMEATH THE POLAR ICE CAF. ®a gre .
L L e r i p— T your recent exploit.
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e have at the Museum the

B hive o s thes CRp —

WebEh, which s s diSaneal Irwmn thy Reslilas &8 B G P .
par §ape A INE DETE G U Paddl lasldy, bk | D

watinpan sars ars b captured German submarine

Wl L e B Sl iy Seew @, pow g b e Eled e

U deade sl @0 wovis ol s SEilhe 6L her ddglers, Tha a8, . . .

SR s saptared s s Mgk sens siase 15, s s U-505, which is as different

bared by g foree snder die Comsided of & Cliospess, e ws £ar-

imdnly wrs Gll glic Wkl & lokdes e wws sboard te REsiad

from the Nautilus as some of

0 wwalall Lk B salead bn poes mdl 8o 0L 000 ailide 76 e
dere ol the Healibes an ievibatisn g i ther Usi0H an wy pessi,

ey e o e ™! = B, puwilim=s  our antique cars are from the

T b eeh PO RTAE Rl b Skiled b opes gnd 07 i L0 8w

vt wn Bl | s cars on the road today, but I
oo e think that if you have not
L R Lake already seen it, you might be
interested in the sub and the
movie of the battle at her capture. The U-505, first man-of-war captured
on the high seas since 1815, was captured by a force under the command
of a Chicagoan, and we certainly are all glad that a Chicagoan was aboard

the Nautilus.

I would like to extend to you and to all the officers and crew of the
Nautilus an invitation to visit the U-505 as my guest, and I hope that
anytime any of you get to Chicago, you will come to my office and

introduce yourself.

With kindest regards and best wishes to you and all the crew of the

Nautilus, I am

Cordially yours,
L.R. Lohr
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